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BALCATTA SCHOOLS — ROAD SAFETY 

Grievance 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [9.59 am]: My grievance to the Minister for Transport is a request for the 
installation of an electronic school sign on Main Street outside Balcatta Primary School and St Lawrence 
Primary School. I trust that laying out the case will convince the minister to give priority to the establishment of 
an electronic school sign in this area.  

We are all well aware of the 40-kilometre-an-hour speed limits outside our schools for one and a half hours in 
the morning and one and a half hours in the afternoon—the times when children are going to and coming home 
from school. Although that certainly helps to improve road safety in the areas around our schools, there is a 
constant battle to educate drivers to comply with that speed limit. We have had instances in the past of people 
driving 40 to 50 kilometres an hour above the limit in those restricted speed limit zones outside schools. The 
police have an enforcement program and Main Roads has a signage program to try to alert and educate drivers. It 
is a constant battle to ensure that drivers are aware of the days on which the 40-kilometre-an-hour school speed 
zone applies. It applies only on school days and only during specific times. People who are perhaps in an area 
that they are not familiar with may not realise that there is a school there. If their concentration lapses for a 
moment, they may miss the signage that Main Roads has installed.  

The government’s introduction of these electronic school zone signs is a very positive step and very much 
welcomed by school communities, particularly when the school is adjacent to a busy road. I congratulate the 
government for putting a priority on finding the funds to install these signs outside schools. This project was 
initiated by the previous minister, Hon Simon O’Brien. His answer to a parliamentary question on notice 
indicated that 21 electronic school zone signs had been installed. Perhaps that answer is now a bit out of date. 
When the minister responds, he may like to indicate how many signs have been installed. Hon Simon O’Brien 
also provided the criteria by which the priority was set for their installation. Given that there are hundreds of 
schools, it is not necessarily appropriate to put the signs outside every school and a very large cost is involved. 
Clearly, there has to be a system of prioritisation.  

I believe that the section of Main Street adjacent to Balcatta Primary School and St Lawrence Primary School 
does meet the criteria for the installation of these electronic school zone signs as early as possible. There is 
already a traffic warden there. We are aware that at various times traffic wardens have had problems with near 
misses involving people who are inattentive. On occasions there have been acts of road rage against those traffic 
wardens. They are class A traffic wardens because it is a very busy road. That section of Main Street is a 
four-lane single carriageway with a 60-kilometre-an-hour speed limit. Hon Simon O’Brien, as the former 
minister, gave nine criteria, which were in priority order. The first priority order is for four-lane single 
carriageways in which the speed limit is 70 kilometres an hour. This area of Main Street is a four-lane sealed 
carriageway with a speed limit of 60 kilometres an hour. It is the second highest of the nine priority factors. The 
section of the road just a bit further along carries 26 000 vehicles per day. It is a busy road.  

Sometimes I drive through that area in the mornings on my way to my electorate office. Just south of that area, 
near Morley Drive, the traffic on Main Street can be backed up for 400 or 500 metres waiting to get across 
Morley Drive. That is indicative of how busy it is. To give the minister an indication of how busy this road is 
and the problems with it, I have had complaints about accidents at the corner of Swan Street and Main Street, 
which is the first four-way intersection just south of Morley Drive. Balcatta Primary School is just north of 
Morley Drive. There have been 46 crashes at that intersection over the five years from 2006 to 2010, the most 
recent figures available. Those figures really do make the case that it is a major road, as I have indicated, 
classified as a district distributor class A road. It carries a very high volume of traffic, and students cross that 
road to get to Balcatta Primary School and St Lawrence Primary School. The main entrance to St Lawrence 
Primary School is off Albert Street, which runs parallel to Main Street, so the busy road is not such a major issue 
for those students. Few, if any, students regularly cross Main Street as pedestrians to get to their school. They are 
usually driven to school by their parents and dropped off at Albert Street. Balcatta Primary School has a traffic 
warden and a school crossing. A lot of students who attend that school and live on that eastern side of Main 
Street walk to Balcatta Primary School. The principal of that school, Peter Gates, is strongly supportive of 
electronic school zone signs, as is the principal of St Lawrence Primary School, John Rose. The principals can 
make the case that there is a need to take advantage of this initiative of the government, which is a really good 
step to improve road safety by installing electronic signs. They are just so obvious; the signs are on at the correct 
time, people are aware of them and it is a great boon to improving road safety for our children going to and 
coming home from school.  

I hope the minister is able to be positive in his answer. I would also like him to put on the record what the budget 
will allow in the current year. The previous minister said that all the money was expended in the past financial 
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year. We are now at the start of the new financial year. I hope that he can give some indication of the budget to 
the house. How many signs will be installed? Will the criteria that were put in place under the previous minister 
still apply or have they been updated or varied in any way? I believe there is a very strong case for the 
establishment of electronic school zone signs outside these schools in Main Street, Balcatta.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [10.06 am]: I thank the member for Balcatta for 
raising this issue. I do not have access to the records of my predecessor but I have looked through my records 
and seen that the member has written to me about this issue. I assume that that is the first and only 
correspondence.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: That letter from me, plus speaking to you earlier. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Just then? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Yes. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That letter was sent on 1 August, which we received on 4 August. I appreciate his letter. 
This program has been in place for a couple of years. I am very familiar with the issues around Balcatta Primary 
School and traffic movements on Main Street. This matter was raised with me at some length by Hon Liz Behjat, 
member for the North Metropolitan Region. She is doing a lot of work in this area. I understand that the Stirling 
Progress Association, under the guidance of Mr Hatton, is currently working with the local community to 
develop a petition on that issue. This has been going on for some time. I appreciate the member raising the 
matter, albeit some time into the program; a lot of members have raised similar concerns about schools in their 
electorates a lot earlier than this one has been raised. However, it is still important. I am expecting that that 
petition will be tabled in the upper house in the not-too-distant future.  

By way of introduction, I am familiar with the school and I am familiar with Main Street. As was pointed out to 
me by Hon Liz Behjat, Main Street is a very busy street. As the member for Balcatta pointed out, some 26 000 
vehicles use this road every day. As anybody who has travelled up or down Main Street at or near peak period—
I have had a couple of opportunities to travel on that street en route to other things—would understand that it is a 
busy road. The intersection at Main Street and Morley Drive is very busy. Balcatta Primary School is just north 
of that intersection, if I remember correctly from looking at the map with Hon Liz Behjat. I think the member 
highlighted that. The argument around the school is understood and well made, not just by the member for 
Balcatta in the letter I received from him last week about a program that has been running for some two years. 
The only reason I say that with some surprise is that most members have contacted me previously about schools 
of concern in their electorates. However, we will still deal with it. 

The flashing light program is a very important part of providing a safe environment for school students. As the 
member rightly pointed out, school staff, particularly principals and parents, are very keen to have these 
installed. We are very keen to keep rolling out the program. I was involved in a long-term community campaign 
in Busselton to have signs put outside Busselton Senior High School and understand why they are so important 
to the community. They are fantastic signs. I did not realise that they all link back to the Traffic Operations 
Centre at Main Roads. I remember going out to the “first flashing”, if I could use that term, of some lights in the 
member for Forrestfield’s electorate with the school kids. It was great. We were able to make a phone call and 
the lights came on. It was brilliant. That school community was very appreciative of what we were able to do. 
Until the end of June 2010, as the member pointed out, there were 21 flashing lights installed in school zones 
around Western Australia. In the last financial year, 25 flashing school zone signs were installed; in the 2011–12 
financial year we are expecting to install another 30 signs, with a budget allocation of approximately 
$1.2 million. I would like to think that this program will roll on for some time. I would like to increase the 
program but, like everything, there are budget constraints, and also the simple issue of the mechanics of getting 
the installations done.  

In relation to Balcatta Primary School, the advice I have—as the member rightly pointed out, and I am sure the 
petition will enforce this in terms of community support—is that there is every likelihood that it will be included 
in the 2012–13 program. I have to point out, though, that it is not included in this financial year’s program. This 
financial year’s program was set prior to the financial year so that we could lay out the installation schedule. The 
fact that the member’s letter arrived only last week—his first representation in relation to this school in a three-
year program—means it is just too hard for us. We are not prepared, basically, to reorganise this year’s schedule, 
because in a lot of cases those school communities know what is coming and we do not want to disappoint them. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: So, minister, are you saying that all the schools in this year’s program, according to the 
criteria you are using, are higher up than Balcatta Primary School and St Lawrence? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: What I am saying is that all the schools in this year’s program are a high priority. There 
has been no change to the criteria, and they are being funded. What I am saying to the member is that this is a 
program in its third year, and it took the member until last week to let me know about Balcatta Primary School. 
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The advice I have is that Balcatta Primary School will be a prime candidate for inclusion in funding next year. I 
am expecting to see more signals of community support when the Stirling Progress Association, under the — 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: So is community support the main criteria? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No, it is not, and the member knows that. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Then why are you talking about that instead of looking at the criteria? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Because I think it is important. I appreciate the work that Mr Hatton and the progress 
association at Stirling are doing in garnering broader community support. I appreciate the work that Hon Liz 
Behjat has done in bringing this matter to my attention. I am merely pointing out that it took the member until 
last week to write me a letter about it, when the funding for this is in its third year. I am glad the member wrote 
the letter. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: But you haven’t listened to Hon Liz Behjat. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I have; she has definitely had a big impact on me—a big impact! As I said, we definitely 
will be looking at this. This is not about the good work done by Hon Liz Behjat. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: So you’re playing favourites instead of looking to the safety of schoolchildren? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Not at all.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Well, address the criteria, not the politics!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Let me put it this way, member: I think the only reason the member wrote the letter is that 
he heard about the petition! That is what I think! If the member wants to play politics, I reckon he sat on his 
backside for two years and did nothing! And I reckon, at long last the member thought: “Oh no! Someone else 
has gotten themselves organised and is doing my job for me!” But I would not dare play politics and suggest that 
the member has been lazy! Thank you! 
 


